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For the first time in its history,
the Spggiﬁﬂ!ympics Torch Run
spanned two countries,

The 1995 version of the run
started Thursday morning from
Portal, N.D. and crossed the border
into Canada at the Port of North
Portal accompanied by 35 runners
from law enforcement agencies in
both Canadaand the United States.

Run organizer Const. Clark
McClelland of the Estevan Police
Service said it was appropriate the
torch run start in the communities
of Portal and North Portal which
are-separated only by the interna-
tional border.

“This is the first time in the
world aninternational run has taken
place,” McClelland said. “Because

of the border being so close to°

Estevan and the comaraderie we
have with the Americans we de-
cided to make it an international
run.”

The Americans were -repre-
sented by officers from U.S. Cus-
toms and the U.S. Border Patrol
stationed at Portal. Senior agent
Fred Ewalt of the Border Patrol
saida joint torch run reinforces the
links between American and Ca-
nadian law enforcement officers.

“I'worked on the southern bor-
der for five years and there is a big
diversity between American and
Mexican law enforcement,” Ewalt
said. “The first thing I noticed up
here was the spirit of co-operation
between Canadian and American
law enforcement.

“We co-operate in work, so
it’s only natural to co-operate in

this. The athletes are the ones who
benefit, so what difference does it
make if they are Canadian or
American? We thoughtit would be
a good idea to participate when it
(the Canadian run) was starting in
North Portal,” he said.
Law enforcement officers in
. North Dakotaalso recently partici-
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The Saskatchewan run left
rtal at noon Thursday, reached
tevan by 5:30 p.m. the same day
ind was completed Friday with the

forch being carried into the open-
ing ceremonies of the Saskatch-
ewan Special Olympics Summer
Games held in Weyburn over the
weekend.

The biggest challenge for the
runners during the two-day run was
the high heat and humidity which
caused the group to consume over
350 litres of fluid during the por-
tion from Portal to Estevan alone.

“The heat took a toll,”
McClelland said. “Itslows down a
person and you don’t want to push
ittoo much because of the heat. We
didn’t want anyone collapsing out
on the highway.”

According to McClelland, the
support of Estevan and area busi-
nesses and the people who pledge
therunnersis the biggestreason for
the ongoing success of the run
which is now in its ninth year in
Saskatchewan.

He expects the run from Portal
to Weyburn will raise over $7,000
towards the goal of $100,000 for
the various provincial torch runs.
Last year’s torch run raised a fotal
of $77,000 province-wide.

Inaddition to the participation
of American law enforcement, this
year’srun alsoreceived a financial
boost from businesses in Portal.

“We had the businesses in -
Portal pledge money to sponsor
us,” Ewalt said. “A lot of their
business is Canadian business and
they wanted the posters to put up
saying they supported the Saskatch-
ewan torch run.” i /
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