SUITE 190, _S:CA@BQHUUun Wl

—
£

Special Olympics World Games
¢4 wrap up in New Haven
The next stop: Ontario

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP)
— The world’s largest sports
event this year, the Special

lepms_%‘ld Games,
ended Sundey with tributes to
the courage of some 7,000
athletes.

Timothy Shriver, the
president of the organizing
committee, closed the games
at Yale Bowl. Then the Flame
of Hope, which burned all
week in New Haven, was
extinguished. The flame will
shine next for the 1997 winter
gamesin Torontoand
Collingwood, Ont. .

The games drew athletes
from more than 140 countries
for nine days of competition in
gymnastics, softball, soccer,
swimming, sailing and many

other sports.
During the closing
ceremonies, athletes stood in

_ the stands, trading T-shirts,

hats, pins and other souvenirs
in a party-like atmosphere.
Some raced around the field,
flags and banners streaming
behind them.

Brian Holland, a 21-year-old
speed skater from Winston-
Salem, N.C., who earned two
gold medals, said the games
were a good lesson for anyone.

“It can teach them to love
each other and try to help
other people out,” he said.

The celebration included
musical performances by the
Pointer Sisters and the
country group, the Moffatts.

The final day featured the

first Special Olympics
marathon. Troy Rutter, 25, of
Allentown, Pa., captured the
gold, running the 42 kilometres
in two hours 59 minutes 18
seconds. ;

An estimated 15,000 medals
were awarded during the
games, and athletes gave
some thrilling performances.

Among them were Elena
Korpatsheva, a Kazakhstani
basketball player who scored
51 points in one game. Doris
Treamer of New Hampshire
bowled a 210, the first woman
to exceed 200 at the Special
Olympics. Panama won a
silver medal in basketball with
inspiring performances from
Tomas Murray, who has only
one leg. -
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