. develpment of a Special Ol-

p g
either get or keep active this
winter, well volunteering
one’s time to assist with the

|_ympics program could pro-

vide the answer. Efforts are
under way to organize a pro-
gram for the Nipawin area

" and coaches along with peo-

ple willing to serve on asteer-
ing committee are being re-

' cruited. HughMacDonald, the

ability.

i |

manager of Handi-Works, is
spearheading initiatives to
introduce bowling, snow shoe-

" ing, cross country skiing and

floor hockey into a program
for those with a mental dis-

“It’s not a Handi-Works
program, it’s meant for the
whole district. It’s just that
we know there is some inter-
est here (at Handi-Works), so
it’s a place to start,” said
MacDonald.

“Basically it’s just a way

to get people out to have some
fun, to get them away from
just sitting around in front of
the TV,” said MacDonald..
The Special Olympics is
an international program that

encourages those with men-

tal disabilities to getinvolved
with physical activities. It
started years ago with floor

hockey and since has grown
to where there are now com-
petitions at the international
level for both summer and
* winter Sports.
Jerry Anderson is a well
known local athlete who has
competed at the Special Ol-

ympics. Lastwinterhebrought -

-home two gold medals and
-one silver for his speed skat-
ing performances at thezAus-
trian winter games. ..
“Competing at the provin-
cial, nationaland international

levels are fine, but that’s not
our purpose here. It’s just to
get these people involved, to
get them out and have some
fun,” said MacDonald.
About two dozen people
who the program would ben-
efithave been talked to so far.
“We know there are other
people out there that will par-
ticipate once they hear about
it,” said MacDonald.
Anyone interested in more
information can contact
MacDonald at 862-2270.

Jerry Andersonisalocalathletewho hascompetedatthe

international level with the Special
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