Special times

By Darron Kioster
L-P Sports Writer

Morma and Mickey Linnell of Battietord had 8 pow
erful message for parents of mentally handic appeed
ctvldren

And i was bringing tears 10 Ihewr eyes as they
watched thedr son Norman, compete in the Speclst
Otympics Society s 1 Tth annus!
Summer Games on Saturday at
Dougias Park

Never underestimate {he

ability of your chiidren said
Norma, her voice assured and
brywmiming with pride Because
the powe: and the will they
possess comes from within
e there we jus! have 1o show
our iowe and support lo bring 1t
ot

Mickey smiled. revealing a results shoe! with Nos
man s four first-piace finishes in shot put. long jump
and 100 and 400-metre reces

's so simpie, you know Wentally handicapped

peopie do better when they know you care for them
Just ook around at all these smiling faces It telis you
there = & iof of people who care, more now than ever
before

Owver 250 special athietes from eight provincist
tones ook part in the Games. which have been heid
annually since 1968 & spectrum of ages and sbilities
swam and piiched horseshoes bowied and heaved
shotputs. ran and kicked soccer balis And while the
competition was intense, the simosphers was tradi-
tional. Specis! Olymplans don't only show emotion In
their own achievements, but willingly share in the sc-
complishments of othere

The game's main ocbjective was a8 plain as the
smile on Norman Linneil's face as he lifted his srms
in victory sfter winning the 100-metre race. They pro-
vide the mentally handicapped with & chance o
handicapped out of soclety's shadows and into the
sunshing with the chance to experience life

Fiwa

When we lirs! entered Norman inte these Games

10 ywars 8go, we were skeplical recalled Norma
But {the Games] sisrted something special in our

son We could see 11 right away He finally had 2 real
leres! in something He was 80 sxciied angd would
never S1op latking about the races

Norman, who just turned 17, is considersd & prem
wre athlete by the Special Diympics Socety His
physical and mental growth have been sisggering
during the las! decade. amassing more red ribbons
on the provincis! national and ernational scale
than anyone sise in the provincd

Both Norme and Mickey stiribute ihat success, a5
weil 28 hizs socisl development, 1o Specist Olympice
funclions such 88 the Games But &3 Norman grows
oider and better they are finding he 3 jus! got 1o move
oy

He needs bDefter competition, said Morma He
beiongs to the Legion Track and Fieid Club in North
Battietord now and he aftends & tew meets with them
fthink this megh! be his las! Specisl Olympics meet
though 1t's sad for all of us not 1o have him compe!
g, bu! we sre happy because of what the Games
have given him

Speciat Ofympics has been some wha! of 3 tamily
afteir for the Linnells. Norman does the competing
whiie Mickey and Norma operste siop walches, mes-
sure distances and help out wherever they can Mick-
oy has been an executive member with the society for
seversl years and NMorma has worked within Jone 7
{which inCiudes Battieford} since the early 70s

‘We will probably continue helping.” said Mickey
‘We owe Special Olympice & iot Norman has & good
jobr now and he's happy. Specis! Diympics gave him
the start in irack and now he pisys bsdminton with
the (North Battieford Badminton) club. he bowis and
curis and gets along with everyone.

Norman wili become the firs! Saskstchewsn Special
Olympian tc enter the pentathaion event st the ns-
tional Special Olympics championghips in Csigary
from July 15-19. From there, he will bid farewell to
Special Olympics end continue competing at the rec-
reational jeve! with the Legion track club.
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Betty Iboril pushes for the finish line




